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Settlement
nets $3.6M
for couple

= Parents reach accord with hospital and

_ physicians in case of infant born with rare

genetic disorder undetected by routine testing

BY CHAU LAM
STAFF WRITER

sued Winthrop-University Hos-
pital in Mineola, alleging that
a delay by its doctors in diag-
nosing their infant daughter
with a rare atie disorder
in 1999 nustmr brain dam-
age, yesterday settled the mat-
ter for $1.5 million,

Alexa Cardone, now 5, has
propionic acidemia, an inherit-
ed disease that prevents' the
body ﬁ-bntrmccqsin; certain
proteins an lip[ﬁ{&u}' ¢
erly. The :and;ﬁ-::,ﬂ ich usu-
ally appears in y infancy,
occurs in about 1 in 150,000
live births, =aid Steven E.
Morth of Manhattan, the attor-
ney for the Cardone family.

On Aug. 5, 1999, when Alexa
was about 3 weaks old, she was
vomiting and couldn't Ir.uelp
food down. Her parents, Nicole
;nd Kn;rulh G;III’.'UIIE. took

er to Winthrop's emergency
room and she was admitted,

John Breder, a hospital
spokesman, said doctors per-
formed a battery of tasts to rule
out or confirm common Hlness
in babies before they tested
#lexa for rare diseases,

“Winthrop fully believes
that the Winthrop specialists
named in the settlement did
as much as was humanllv and
professionally possible in di-
agrosing this rare genetic dis-
order,” Broder said yesterday
in a news release, Ha said the
defendants all decided to set-
tle because of the case's vom-
plexity and “the emotionally

charged environment” of a
courlroom,

Unﬂ:grlﬁ.lm*nmlrm
weeks she was hospital-
ized, doctors determined that
Aleza had propionic acldemia.
Had doctors made that diagno-
sis sooner with a simple urine
t:st,h;mnh said, Alexa would
not have ended up with z

Alexa is able to walk with a
aluwgil,hﬂuapm:ﬁcalmr—
fer

uses 4 wheelchair,”

Maorth gaid. He :;i_d she has %
mental capacity of a 2-year-o
ing, “Shell always be im-

ind will never be able to -~

manage her own affairs.”

Late last year, Mew York
passed a law requiring doc-
tors to test all newborns for
rare discases.

Besides Winthrop, the Car-
dones sued three doctﬂ;:: Mor-
ris Angulo, a ialist in genet-
ic and metabolic disorders; and
Carlos Montoya and Laura
Nimkoff, who were in charge
of Alexa’s day-to-day care.
They also sued their pediatri-
cian, Maiirice Gunsberger, who
is not affiliated with Winthrop.

Himkoff’s attorney, Donald
Henderson of Carle Place, said
Mimkoff's first contact with
Alexa occurred on Aug. 9 and
she relied on Angulos exper-
tise, “Her role was indeed mini-
mal” Henderson said,

Montoyas lawyer, Peter O
Kopff of Manhattan, said his cli-
ent worked with other doctors
to rule out common diseases, At
torneys for Anmlu and Guns-
berger declined to comment,

The ?utement was reached
of the day when opening state-
ments were et to begin bafore
State Supreme Court Justice F.
[rana Winslow in Mineola,
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