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STEVEN E. NORTH, A NEW YORK
City lawever, might be a good role
model for young Miss Gabliani
Morth sues doctors, And he's
really good af ik 5o good, in fact,
that he 15 one of 1,000 members
of the Million Dollar Advocates
Forwimn, a sort of overachievers
club for malpractice and
personal - injury attarmeys,
MNorth's malpractice success
stores inchuede 2 $14.8 million jury
verdict in 1908 for a 44-vear-ald
man whao suffered brain fmpair

micil after a candiolomst faled to

Greg Gablioni, MLD., (left)} imits his practics to steer cloar af breers like Stoven E. Marth,

preseribe o drug thet protects

apiainst strokes 'The award

inchaded £5.5 million 1o the man's

wile for boss of his husbandly
services, (The toral awand was
later negotiated down 1o $1a
miillion, to aveid later appeals.)
s case and others led the
American Medical As=ociation
list Mew York as one of 20 states
=in crisis” because of the “unre

straitied legal elinate” there.

But huge jury awards are not
as common as one might think
based on the sensational bead-
lines they generate. According to
a review of medical- malpractice
verdicts in the countrv's 75 largest
counties [n aool, the U5 Depart-
ment of Justice found that
plaintiffs in malpractice cases
prevailed a7 percent of the time,

The mapority of suits neves
make it past the front door of the
courthouse. A would - be plamtifi
often needs a doctior's certificate
that the medical negligence and
damage were real, and that
reuires lots of expensive testing.
The doctor who signs that form
puts his reputation on the line,
anel cxpects to be well coampen-
sated for his trouble. There's also
the question of the dramat is
personae ina docior's offics ar
hospital, which sometimes makes
it hard to pin down exactly who
was at fault and what the speeifi
error was. The plaintiff needs
evidence of all of the above, and a
lawyer able to convinee a jury that
a patient was wronged and
miserable bevause of it, In short,
there are easler wavs for those
warters 1o become millionibres

Even il a suit ends with a
verdict for the plaintiff, a result
mg award limited to s250,000
wintld hardly offset the costs of
experts and the time it takes the
attorney to prepare the case and

presenl 11 Lo a jury



