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Heapjis ey Mhotacsel
Barbara LaPRosa and har mather, Rosa, afber jury's awarg

By Dennis Hell and Dennis Hevesi

Minsola — In 10 vears, 8-vear-old Barbara
LaFRosa is to be wheeled into an operating room
to have artificial hips implanted.

Twice sach decada after that, for the rest of
her lifs, ahe can sxpect to be wheeled into an
operating room to have to those hips replaced.

Thoae operstions nre 10 be paid for out of $3.2
million awarded to Barbarm on Thursday by a
State Supreme Court jury tn s medical- malprac-
tice suit ageins: her pediatrician and the hespi-
tal where she was born,

For thres weaks, the six-member jury bad lis-
tened intantly to the often-contradictory state-
ments of seven doctors and 12 nurses called to
the stand during the suit against Cantral Gea-

aral Hospita! in Plainview and Dr. Neil Palla-
dino, her pediatrician.

Barbara, of 44 Alexander Ave,, East Farm-
ingdale, was born at Central General on ,t

1874, Her attorney, Steven E. North of
Eﬂ.ﬂ,ﬂiﬂihﬁi“ﬂhuﬂlrh:lml ﬂd

she apparently wdmpﬂﬂnnd did
it. The poor little kid went on

and on with an infoction and a swollen head.
Sha'll Hﬂigplt&mrutnfh!fhf! Lawyara
for the ] and Palladine contended that

ths infant been injured at birth.
Barbars suffered a fractured skull, a broken
¢ollarbons and internal bleeding in the brain,
The bleeding caussd an infection, which spread
l.}myhu ut her body. The infection attacked her

hip joines, destroying bone tissue.
FH:nu LaFosa, Barbara’s mother, said bar

ter has "non-union of both hips. The jeint
aml the ball of each hip are not connectad in the
way that they should be. They just never grew
because of the infection.”

The hospital will hava ta
wsﬁzmullmn w.hPu.IJnd!]“pnmn.i.hH"ﬂ-

'l.-ml.ul'

mainder. Barbara received $500.000 for pain
and guffering in the past and $2.5 million for
suffering in the future. She was awarded
$150.000 for future medical expenses and
33,000 for past medical Her mother
received $50,000 for mental anguizh,

Glenn Feinberg, the lawyer for Ceniral Gen-
aral, said the hospital will appeal the verdict
"Thers wns no evidence that Central General
did ao¥thing to harm the child. Wa belisve
these infuries were explicable by birth igjuries,”
he said, Dr. Lee Goldsmith, a physician-attor-
ney who représented Palladino, could not be
reached for comment,

At 8, Barbara s too voung to undergo the hip
implants, The first ocperation will take place
when she is 18, Assuming that she will live to
the age of 78, the fury awarded Barbera funds o
pay for six pairs of implants as the artificial
hips datariorats. “They hmet-u-pulm twn artifi-

Fundzg a Lifetime of S urgery

" cial hipa [made of] plastic and steel,” Mra La-

Ross said, "That would mean six operations on
each hip, 12 operations. You're talking about a
lifstirne for a child, I just hope that they work. [
kope har body ascepts them." Each operatinn
must bs done separately.

North said a copy of a chest X-ray taken
shortly after Barbara's birth showed that she
did not have a broken collarbone — proving, he
contended, that the injuries were not incurred
at birth. Feinharg disagresed with North's inter-
pretation of the X-ray. He read part of the trial
transsipt, quoting D=, Alan Fleischman, & pe-
dintrician, as saying: "1t would be impossible for
anyon# to be certain [from the X-ray| that there
was not a fracture there.”

Mra. LaFRosa said abe was "very gratafnl to
tha jury, They came up with a big award, but
the baby peeds it No one Iu:-m what type of

pain ake'e pons Thr-:-ugh 2




